THE   MONGOL  IL-KfiA^S	119
The sources give us full information regarding this reform.1
Thus we read how c: the Sahib Diwan promulgated a royal
command that men should no longer use gold and silver.
And he made slips of paper from papyrus which could be
written upon and he stamped them, with a mark in red and
he wrote on them and showed which was for one dinar, which
for two or three . . . and so on up to ten dinars. And he called
them * chao * and the heralds proclaimed throughout the city :
* Whosoever buyeth and selleth and taketh and giveth without
using chao shall die the death. And whosoever hath in his
hand silver and doth not carry it to the offices of the Govern-
ment to be stamped therein with the word " chao "? and giveth
it up and taketh in exchange chao, shall die the death.'
And then men remained in a state of great tribulation and
indescribable difficulty for a space of two months. For men
would not consent to use the contemptible slips of money
and they clung to the use of money. And the people cried
out against the Sahib Dlwan. . . . For during these two months
the merchants could not trade and the roads were cut and the
khans were closed and buying and selling ceased." 2
This step led the Empire's finances to the brink of
destruction, causing a tremendous economic upheaval, which
was increased by the long-continued shortage of foodstuffs—
a shortage felt even at the Court of Gaykhatu.
It must have been in this critical situation that Gaykhatu,
to our astonishment, called in the aid of a Jew. Remarkable
as it may seem, only two years after the downfall of Sa'd
ad-Daula, a Jew named Raslild ad-Daula was again summoned
to the Court of the Il-Khan in Tabriz.
The chronicle of Bar Hebrseus gives us information con-
cerning this Jew and his special mission. " 2fow a certain Jew
whose name was RasTiid ad-Daula had been appointed to
prepare food which was suitable for Gaikhatu of every kind
1	Ibn al-Futoati, p. 477.    He says that only those received bread and
victuals who accepted the paper money.    For further details see
Bar Hebraeus, and others. Howorth* loc. cit., pp. 37O ff., 392 ff.
2	Bar Hebrseus, p. 496, f. 583.

